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Spark Plug Temperature Measurement Using an IR Camera
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We have developed a technique to measure the spark plug temperature in an engine combustion chamber. Under
this technique, an infrared image of a spark plug in a visualization engine is captured using a high-speed IR
camera and the image is converted into an image of the spark plug temperature. In order to measure temperature
under a high driving load, we developed a new visualization engine. Furthermore, some additional techniques to
capture spark plug images using an IR camera were developed. As a result, it is possible to measure spark plug

temperature per cycle under various driving loads. In this paper we introduce this measuring technique and the

results of various temperature measurements.

Key words: Spark plug temperature, IR camera, Visualization

1. FAHE

FUKT 2 7 DIRIEE ~Fa L LT 3 85 O R
&, KT 7 7 OG- RIC B W THEESEREO—
DTH B FTHAD A — RV AEVIE (ML 450
PEE ) 7= REXIISIRE &2 B 720, 2O
ERD B EIckbERy P ARy bR T LA
Fy=yvay GBPEK DI LA LIER) %25
EHIY. ZORY BTV U VICRESREREE
DHKT T EBETHIENBETHS. Lo Lil
2 WS DRI T B S 0 728, Bl & IS B it 7
LA oM AERTRIE %A SAE 5 TED b h 72l T
FHI L, Z DEUli A 7 5 27 A — FIFEELL T 5.

—J7, Mk T 7 7% T 80 [ 7'v 4 2]
ofiz, [EE KM [RFFa] L] &vo 7280k
IZIB A 5 7-8, BROMEL, NUT 7 7 ORYE %D
T & 7207 HSFEE IS R 2 BB O BRI B
THEMBREZS Z LI3IFEFICHEETHS. LrLk
NEEKT 7 7 OWREEHINE, BEN %27 5 7 NI
A A 72 HIERGE E WX T B 555k 7 7 2Ic K BETHHEIL
275 L, BN T 5 21 B TR EVE X 4 4
VAL Z N TEhNWRE, KT 7 7HRBICENT
KELEMEE 5> Tz,

ZZTRAE, by Vv A TRIND
T ERIN N A TIZEOEREL, KT T IEEE
LA B i 2 BRFE U 72 P AR4EANIE, v A
BRIZH 2 B IRERNBISR B2 TV D VICKRE L, MK
77 7S DRIV &I 2 T THE, RKT T
7 O, BAROWE 30 % FIRIZEHIIT 2 8 D TH
. R & 0 KT 5 7 AR E s B A

K7L A4 P RAERO KT 5 7 KOS £ calil
TED EHEFINA AT EL TR 2D T YV Vil
IR CH A 2 LT LGl 2 2 L HEETH 5.
ARG ST, BFE U 72 ol LRI & 2 oo &l
AEFAIT T 5.

2. BKRFZTREDORRILEHAIRHT

AREE T, BT L 220k T 5 708 oAb
DWTHIIIT 5. Fig. 112, RGHHUEEAT ORI % 775
ALY OV OBIRE» S TV U VIRBEEN D 1k
T ERIN N AT T L, BES AT 5 3
DTHD. RKT 77D ERIZ s % 2A M (WOT)
fE CHMTES LK DI2T 5740, Ak Y v o
BRI AW 72 ISR Lz, M 2 iR 5 72
BHORFR, PR, & HICKRIMREREMISRIET 3
72O E R L 7=, 22T, KOO 7=
B L7z [k Y o v oBIRE] R, iy
2 TR O =20 F B OV THN T 5 .

Spark plug Window (

p Sapphire)

IR camera Measurements
f & analysis

el
. = !_ .-'.
(b | Band-pass filter
o (Center waverlength 3.95 um, width 0.2 um)
. g

Fig. 1 Thermal analysis system

* 200842 H 12 H A2 R

—64 -



ST

21 AREICTCOBRER

B TOMKT 7 2R AGHIITCE 52 K51
T 57280, AT Y Y Y OBERE AR ICHR%E L
7o PERDBIER, BRI TEOF AFE ORI
FOEHNHSREL, GHlT 2 Z &N TE L7z L
72 LS IlG 7 U 72 AR T I, 6000 r/min, WOT O i
AT L AW L 2R L T 5. B O
& Fig. 2 123§ 47 7 A TRORE, =0 U vk
HRADETEEL TS I =2 5.

(1) /NI R

#7714 7HLY 20 mm, t6.5 mm D EAIE A ERH L T
WA RIHROEES BT T 74 7 &, 5612
BRAFERIZ§2 2 LT, TV Y VHEERRICE AT T
A NERIZTEHE & N B i DB ORI A TH > 72, Zhic
XOBOFTARIZKZENEZHIEL T3, %72/ D
MATEZIRIZ T 5 Z & T, BB o LT & +55 ek
ARz T WS,

2) 77 AR D T — 7SI

H 7 ZADMRBEEROFENIA T — /SRS 8 > T
B BSREBEREET AT 7 AMESEE SN, R
& — ORISR ES LD, D0, BENOH
KD—D & % 5 K4 — L BEEBO M ZMEILPIE
TEHEIIIHH>TWA.

(@) ALAARD H 7 2 2

H T A &MUl 6 FL & —PZH Z AL EIRD 7 5
ZMZERCAARICL TS, ZHIZEDH T 2D
AT EE—LL, R A 125 7 Z8ICMb 0 I
SWHEEIZL TV 3,

P EORER, k77 7 haime k5 2B84FTO
AR T, RIER N A ISR TE D LS5 12k 5 7=

Window Engine
Presser

Observation
direction
Holder

Sapphire glass (920, t = 6.5)

<Assembling>

bustion
ber

$15

Metal gasket

<Before assembling>

bustion
ber
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Fig. 4 Transmission spectra

Radiation intensity

I Strong

Fig. 5 Infrared image (Without black body)

— 66—

TUY—=TIZANLLE 21— Vol.13 No. 1 2008

EIRIZ 20, ZhUE, SRS & O A, 5
T, POTEM TR LARO S RIC EREEh S -
WTH 5.

7285 —DO0MEE LT Btz vy llnL
&G ISR BT ORI 2 A, BERENZL L Tl
LWV BDND B, &G & L IEENZELL Tl 72
W, WL 7T 7EETE A AT I2JE L RIS R %
fLL T 2070, ISR EIZIERICH#EE 5.

ZIZTINSOMEERBRT 2720, ;ikT 7 712
BR (Vv Sy v HBLISC- 35, [ 0.94) &%
L7z, ZHIZKD KT 5 7 &K% SRR T %
12U, e % 77 S EERO BT HOHI], SEMo
BRACIZPE S B 328 b 2 i L T 5. BUR A A6 L
7= & X OFE A Fig. 6 12T, 75 7K E O IS
RIIARHRE DB 5L 5 TCONB T ENGh 5.

BREBRMLAZZEICK DT I VRENDREIC
DNWTCI Y VY THAL L FOEMRICEE T £
AT 70T, BIRERS AL ERS T W
AT, BB OWRE AR —T VY VTR L 2.
Fig. 7122 D & ZOMERART. MHIZFEFL A LR Ui
EThy, BEKRT I 7WEIZE5 A TR BB K
W &R L 7z

Radiation intensity

I Strong

Fig. 6 Infrared image (With black body)

1200 — 4000 r/min

(0]
o
o

o |
2, .
=)

g 600 o
g2 -

o

£ § 400 Ld

235 )

s .

S 200 5

<

©

o .

n 0

0 200 400 600 800

Spark plug temperature (°C)
Without black body

Fig. 7 Effect of black body to spark plug temperature



oo

(2) WIERIETFE D F¥E

i A RN IE S 5 7201203, B R e g
DOBREM B BEN D 5. 7 DOBfRIE Fig. 8 12 H#
BReE A BUEL, GHIlL TR 72 kBRI VYV U T
OFFHIEFEIC VA 7 M2 L, BkE®Am L 725k
7 7 Ok & B XUFNICELE, 2077 7ICI3EGE
NERD T Th 2. EXIFICED AT 7 7 OWRE
B, BRI I EOWREISEL 2L XIS, T7
25 ORS R E MRS A 2 7 TRHIIL 72, FHllERZ, 5B
SIS DD RKT 7 7 OBHNTHTET & %
[0k 3~ 5 723, A A 2 W oD O T FH A 28 — %
BEIFNICHALTT 770 &2 H/5N—=THE > 72 Hll
E LR L S OBR % Fig. 9 IS/RT. A X T D
Yoy A & 2 A 7D IO BRI LIRS D BIfR 2R
LTWa, ABBRAM - Ty Y VEIRERZ BT 5 M
KT T 7 DFRIAG % G AR U 72, AR L 72

Electric f
ectric furnace Spark plug

IR camera

1 ir
Insert mmmm\

j > == j % = f
7 | coomonoamoaah | X .jiiiii

Window

Cover L— Thermocouple

Spark plug Cover

-,
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Stand Thermocouple

Fig. 8 An apparatus for the radiation intensity
measurement

70000

60000 /- /
50000

Shutter speed

>
B -
E "
S / / / -—2-0.5ms
£ 30000 ¥y ~+—1.0ms
® 20000
s -/,/
10000 e 2
0

0 200 400 600 800 1000
Temperature (°C)

Fig. 9 Relation between temperature and radiation
intensity

W& % Fig. 10 128, 75 7 KB O W 5546 A3 e
WYL TERHITZ TWB Z &N h 5.,

3. ETEIFER
RETIE, S L 22k 7 7 2 O S 31l &
i 5 75 HAI & AE 59 5.

31 TEREGRORRTIIVRE

Fig. 11 12 Al & i > TEHA L 7245 1o — 5 & 7R
T AL TY D VEIETORKT I 7 DOKEIRE &
FHHIL723DTHh 5. §HiliL7-T 77, 7V —DA
VYUY AT T2 (SK20R11) Th 5. FOEMOEE
13, BEROEE TIRFHIIT X AV F v 7 (90.7)
Dy AL T B, EOMEEREMET & BB RO
W A3 & 8 <, 4000 r/min, WOT T M1 850 °C
FEETEALTOWEZ ENGh 5. —HhDERI
Jediih T I 650 CREE Td 0, HHbEMmIZ< 5
200 ‘CIE EWE DM, ZD 720, FEHRO LD
AL BN 22 RRE AR 2 5 2 e h 5.
5000 r/min ML E T 7 NREIMME T 5 A, ZhidZE
BRIE23 ) » F RIS, BRERIE MK F L7222 &8
BRI ThH B EEL 6N 5.

Infrared image

Fig. 10 Temperature image

Iridium spark plug
(DENSO SK20R11)

Center electrode g

Ground electrode
o —
e 900 | Ground [ ,_T——]
5 800 —
£ 700 o — |
& 600 ‘// e ¢
5’ igg ] ilnsulatori
o = E—
x 300 i_Center|
© 200 ‘ ‘
& 100 | |
0

Engine speed (r/min) 1200 1600 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000
Torque (Nm) 10 55 105 153 218 204 180
(WOT) (WOT) (WOT)

Fig. 11 Spark plug temperature at various engine
conditions



AU, BB A AL & EHk T 5 7 &
SR 3 BN L L, MERER T T 7N T 5 5k
LT8O F F OIRME CIEAATTHET S 5 7
W, 75 BRI ERE LT - 2 ZNETXE 5.

3.2 BEEGHORKTSTERE

AREHANK, @RI A T &flio TN B 720, Y4
ZIVEHRIAATRET & 5. Z D728, WIS E RGO 7 5 &
WJE DHERE 2 EHIIT & 5. MPEEERRE O FHIIGI & LT,
AMCT Y Y R A BN & 7B ERRE D R
JediRIg % Fig. 12 1R, S 4 X (M14) O 75
7N L X (M10) DT 57 &L Tnwb, [
Ay A /A s e NV 1A s e VRV [E1 770~ e © i
WL DISEMEN TS, BIFE D EF OISR
ERLCOWR 21005 20D EEO Y -7
JEI3N T 5 7 DFF A3 60 CREEERIZ & 5. THhik
B RIROBE RN N2, RBET 2 DR E%
fLicxt LRI R 5 -0 E 2 60 5.
KEEEWHHILC, 7V Y — G FOemEA &
TEL2F PN T I 7 &KL T0EY K
T3 TLT S0k E L7z & DR % Fig. 13 12
AN N TS NI Y D P R L
IZR D720, RIS Leh — R Y BBk T 5.
ZD7=9, M TROMICENZAT T 7Eh 5T
W5,

3.3 BEMBICLZRRTZTREDEN
PR ORI R, RO ITHFEE ISR <
Y5 200, BEMBTEIC W TS, Audfndf
WEFAFEY — &k B, B OENIZ K B mE D

Racing

1200 < 6000 r/min
Insulator - .
temperature

Small size
L

Conventional

il

=

Engine- 6000

=
=

speed 4000 [ /,’ \\

(r/min) 2000

0

Insulator 380 H

temperature ggg e
(C) =

260 D7 kA R

220

Fig. 12 Spark plug temperature at transient engine
condition

— 68 —

TUY—=T =AMLY 21— Vol.13 No. 1 2008

WA L 726 A Fig. 14 128§ fEkD & $21h 76 ft
Ml TEbhTnwsd =y rLHagE (NiCr) 4 03
IR, Ty —=DBH UL L=y 7T ILE
% (NiY-Si-Ti) OEMENT &35 h 5. Z ORI
MAEFIHLTT vV =38 LK T T 7 % il 3
LT3 (Fig. 15)? BMEZ % FF 5 Z LT, Effizs
BB A DS U CRiEFENE D1 123 0] B8 2 MR B JE
R, KT 2 P TEHEKEICENS KT T 7 %5
HXHETn5,

Small size Cold fouling test result

- - -

Conventional

b
E ‘ | )

M14
; 1.1

Fig. 13 Cold fouling test result

4000 r/min, WOT

;(3 1000 Conventional

e material

g 900

ko) Developed

[} material

'g 800 [l

S

@

[0}

5 700 |

c

>

o

¢ 600 1 1
Ni-1.5%Cr Inconel Ni-Y-Si-Ti

Fig. 14 Effect of ground electrode material to its
temperature

$1.5 x L0.7
Developed
nickel material

91.5
Developed
nickel material

a'

Fig. 15 New spark plug



I

34 TULATREBODRKRTZTRE

RRIZT VA TREMO KT T 7 8E EF T 5.
TUATRER, TV VOBBIZESLZ LN HD, R
KT 57 DBEEIZ T 2EBLEETH 5. I
MRBEENTREEIMTH I RNKT T 70, 7L 4 7%
HDOFRy ARy MBI ERLW. SRIFHAFEL -
AL YU VR, FU A F AR ST R BEAY
BHRET 22213 h0nEd, LA PRERD AT
T 7 OWEEHH AL U0, HIRIRMOBIER S TE 5.

IREH (BE ) DK T 5 7 TT VA 7 RE X,
ZDOLEDT T IWE ARG 72, 7V 4 FFRERD
75 R RN 2 T TEHIIL, 2 & [FEFEC ICCD
J1 A 712 KD FUKIR AT O 5 K OB 1 & i L 72
Fig. 16 IZ 7' L 4 ' RAEREDFKDORT L ZD L ED
T IR AR, K GE S T LA ST
WHTRELTWAZENERTE S, 220 ED
8% 13 1000 ‘CTd - 7z. Fig. 11 &/ % & AR %A
T & % 4000 r/min, WOT T3, % 7R 3 1E%E 7 5
JCT720 CIRETH D, VA IR EL ETFE
1000 CIZXT L 280 ‘CORMN D 5 Z & 150 5.

Mif 7"V 4 RO RELR IS B A — 7 THFE A
Ry DT, —BEMLS 55 T e TREN,
A AW U TS HO KT T 7 OB ERE % Hik
O, g kT 7 7O EFEBREE TV E 20 EE
A TW5.

Temp. (°C)
' 1200
-1000

-800
I» 600
l 400

200
Fig. 16 Spark plug temperature at pre-ignition
occurrence

Pre-ignition image Temperature

—69 -

4. LIV

Ko I A5 %MioT, TV Y VIRBERNDINAT T
7 W % nlRLERIIS B il & B e L 72 ARdIC &
D, FERKITH > 72RBEENO KUK T 7 7O &R
JER, TV YV OEAMEERRE, & 613 C
YA LT EICEHICE D K10k -7 ZOREE, /i
KT 57 ZIBOMWERENEE 13 C 8, B OIS R
Rt 7V A 7Y E OREMfENT 23 ATREIC 25 o 7=,

S G BUEHM £ — 7 TR ED IR Y D VI
MUT, s k77 7 ORE#BIEL, Al H
B L T E 720 EFE LTV B,

<SEXW>

1) T. Hori, M. Shibata etc: Super Ignition Spark
Plug with Fine Center & Ground Electrodes,
SAE2003-01-0404 (2003).

2) H. Ishiguro, K.Kanao etc: Super Carbon Fouling
Resistive Small Size Spark Plug, SAE2005-01-1158
(2005).

3) R — , s fh: Hohh 2 12k BT T
DR SERHH, WAL A2 2006 4F- 4 [l 25w
4, Vol. 26 Suppl. No. 2 C113.

4) S. Nishioka, K. Hanashi etc: Super Ignition Spark
Plug with Wear Resistive Electrode, SAE2008-01-0092
(2008).



<ZFH

S8 fp—

(BHAXR LAWLb)

(KR) H A E #8558 SR AW Fe T
F7e 15

287 N LA VORISR

o EM

(xh SDhoOXR)

tJ 3y 7 B

7 3y 7B OB BARICHE S

FUI—=T = HNVLE2— Vol13 No. 1

=

>

7

.

-70 -

2008

NGNS LP LG LGS LA AD LN LPN LG AL AN SLPIAGNAGSAP LGN LIPS

FE b

(D THO®)

(Bk) HA B 8l B35 St s A B2 i
AR AR AR B
AL B D 2R ER

1

(TP
(Z7L

<

=

*

=

T A)
R AN & 5 1=
KT 5 7 DG BFRICHES



